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The anmaal gathering at Ralishury Beach,
Just north of the mouth of the Mevrimae River,
took place on Thursday. It had its origin far
back in the olden time, when the sturdy, in-
dastrious people of Salisbury, Mass., met an-
muially on the beach to congratulate each other
on the happy results of their labors for the

senson, and to return fo Divine Providence their
grateful thanks. The present wasthe one hun-
dred and thirty-fourfh annual gatherving. Lit-
tle by little the cirele of hospitality has
heen widened to admit visitors and spoctators
from the surrounding towns, and in 1863 all
limita were abolished and the ‘“ whole wide
earth’” was invited and welcomed. The number
of persons present on Thursday is estimated vari-
ously hotween 15,000 and 30,000, It was nota fes-
tival ; for thore is even now little of mere amuse- .
ment afforded, and not much mirth is manifested
by anybody; it i8 cmpliatically a sober, social
“ gathering' of people habituated to cowme to-
gether spontaneously, not knowing or nesding
any special reason for coming. It is safd that the
gathering has never been ounce omitted. A maost
convineing proof of the antiqmity of the occasion
was to be noticed in the number of aged persons
present; probably a majority was past the aver-
- age limit of life.
. Mr. D.J. ApAaMs, of Newhuryport, officiated as
" President of tho day. After a brief congratula-
- tory speech ho presented Mijor BEN., PERLEY
- Puork, who made a merry and excelient ad-
- dreas. Remarks were also made by Captamn F.
D. BUrRNHAM, Rev, My, CURRIER, of East Salis-
bury, J. L. CoLBY, of the Newburyport Herald,
and JONATHAN NasON, of Amesbury. Brief
notes from the following-unamed gentlemen were
read : General SHERIDAN, Governor CLAFLIN,
Govorunor IHOFFMAN, Governor CHIAMBERLAIN,
Mayor SHURTLEFF, of Boston, JOON QUINCY
ApaMs, Dr. GEO. B, LORING, and others. Last
yoar General ROBERT E, LEE was invited, and
sent a letter expressing his regret that he was
unable to attend. This year also he was invited,
and sent thoe following reply:
LEXINGTON, Va., Sept. 2, 1869,

DEAR Sir: Your lettor of the 19th ult., mviting
me to attend the 8alishury Beach Fesatival on the
15th inst. would have received an carlier answer
had I beon here onats arrival. Having been ab-
sont durmg the greater part of the Qollege vaca-
tion, I have just returned to prepale for the re-
sumption of atudios, which will take plice on the
16th inst. It will therefore not be within my
powor fo attend your celebration, as my pres-
ence at Washington College wiil he necessary at
that time. I beg that you will present my thgnks
to the Committea for their cordial invitation,
and oxpress to them my hope that the Festival
this year may be attended by even more than
the customary number of representatives, and
be marked by greater enjoyment than has been
exporienced by the cens of thousauds who have
joined in its celebration for more than one hun-
dred years, |

With my grateful acknowledgments (o you
for your kind sentiments, |

I am with much respeet, i

Your obedient servant, I, £, LIE,

Isaac HaLE, Jr,

Ehe New Jork Eimes
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